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the Mikado and his with lyric. When for
the first time Hamlet was being played in
London Noh was made a necessary part of
official ceremonies at Kioto, and young
nobles and princes, forbidden to attend
the popular theatre, in Japan as elsewhere
a place of mimicry and naturalism, were
encouraged to witness and to perform in
spectacles where speech, music, song, and
dance created an image of nobility and
. strange beauty. When the modern revolu-
tion came, Noh after a brief unpopularity
was played for the first time in certain
ceremonious public theatres, and in 1897 a
battleship was named " Takasago," after
one of its most famous plays. Some of the
old noble families are to-day very poor, their
men it may be but servants and labourers,
but they still frequent these theatres.
" Accomplishment " the word Noh means,
and it is their accomplishment and that of a
few cultivated people who understand the
literary and mythological allusions and the
ancient lyrics quoted in speech or chorus,
their discipline, a part of their breeding.
The players themselves, unlike the despised
players of the popular theatre, have passed
on proudly from father to son an elaborate